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General Information 
Minnesota will not title or register an imported vehicle without proof that an entry was filed with the US Customs and 
Border Protection agency (CBP) and proof that the vehicle conforms to US emissions and safety standards. If the vehicle 
does not conform to US emissions or safety standards, the owner will either have to bring it up to US standards or 
export the vehicle. The CBP, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) all discourage customers from importing non-conforming vehicles because they must contract with a 
Registered Importer (RI) and it can be very expensive, difficult, and often even impossible to bring into compliance. 
 
If a vehicle was not declared as an import at the border, the customer will have to contact the local CBP port and work 
with them to get the necessary documents. If a customer purchased an imported vehicle that was not cleared through 
CBP, there could be a problem as it is illegal to sell an imported vehicle that has not been formally entered and it could 
be subject to seizure. The customer will have to contact their local CBP port for more information. 
 
The following federal forms are required for all imported vehicles: CBP form 7501 (formal entries) of CBP form 3461 
(informal entries), EPA form 3520, and NHTSA form HS-7. The CBP will not issue the Entry Summary form 7501 or 3461 
without approval from the EPA and NHTSA that U.S. emissions and safety standards have been met. Minnesota may 
require additional documents based on what type of import the vehicle is and whether or not it is conforming or non-
conforming to US standards.  
 
For more information on the vehicle importation process, please visit the CBP website both here and here.  

The following are required documents to title/register an imported vehicle in Minnesota: 
• Application to title 
• Proof of ownership (plus official translation if ownership document is not in the English language) 
• Bill of sale (as required) 
• Odometer disclosure, in miles (as required) 
• CBP Form 7501 or 3461 – Entry Summary (may be original with CBP stamp, or “paperless” version with no 

stamp) 
• EPA form 3520 
• NHTSA Form HS-7 

Conforming to Safety and Emissions Standards and Exempt Vehicles 
 NHTSA form HS-7: boxes 1, 2A, 2B 

o Box 2B: a copy of the manufacturer’s confirmation letter must also be submitted 
 EPA form 3520: codes B, F, EE, FF, M, E (all on page 1) 

Non-conforming to Safety and Emissions Standards 
 NHTSA form HS-7: boxes 3-13 

o Box 3: copy of the “Bond Release Letter” from NHTSA, acknowledging receipt of a certificate of 
compliance and payment of the bond, must be submitted;  or a copy of the NHTSA Statement of 
Conformity must be submitted; 

o Other boxes: the NHTSA-required documents must also be submitted to DVS, as indicated on form HS-7; 
***Note: some of these boxes indicate that the vehicle was not manufactured for use on public roads, 
and therefore may not be titled or registered in Minnesota*** 

 EPA form 3520: codes L-Q (all on page two) 
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o The EPA-required documents must also be submitted to DVS, as indicated on the form; ***Note: some 
of these boxes indicate that the vehicle may not be registered or licensed for use on public roads, and 
therefore may not be titled or registered in Minnesota*** 

Minnesota Statutes on Imported Vehicles: 
168A.085 - APPLICATION FOR TITLE OR REGISTRATION, CERTAIN CASES 

Document Examples: 
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